	Application Form Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS
	

	
	

	I/My organisation support the aims of South West Bristol Co-operative Learning Trust and wish to become a member. 
	

	Name:
	
	

	
	

	Address:
	
	

	
	

	
	

	Tel:
	
	E-mail:
	
	

	
	

	
I am applying for the following membership: (please tick as appropriate)
	

	
	

	Individual
	(
	Learner
	(
	

	
	
	Parent/Carer
	(
	

	
	
	School staff member
	(
	

	
	
	Local resident
	(
	

	
	

	Organisation
	(
	Please give the name of your organisation and a brief description of its activities below:


	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Signed 
	
	Date
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Please return your completed form to: Company Secretary, SWBCLT, Ashton Park School, Blackmoors Lane, Bower Ashton, Bristol, BS3 2JL or email a copy to: info@swbclt.org.uk
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SWBCLT is a member of The Schools Co-operative Society.  
Our Company Registration No: 7196462, Charity Registration No: 1153682 
info@swbclt.org.uk  / www.swbclt.org.uk



Why have we formed a Learning Co-operative?

Like an ever growing number of schools in the UK, we think the best way of achieving the above things for our children and our communities is to join together to form a 
Learning Co-operative - a new and exciting model where pupils, parents, staff and the local community actually own their local schools - rather than by becoming separate, competing academies, owned by businesses or outside organisations, often based around very different values.

Who are we?

Established in 2010, the SWBCLT currently comprises the following schools: Ashton Park secondary school, and Ashton Vale, Luckwell and Compass Point primary schools.  Together, we work with five key partners who each have a strong presence in the BS3 Community: the University of the West of England (UWE), the Tobacco Factory, 
The Co-operative Group, Bristol City Council and Bristol Sport. The Learning Co-operative, and each individual school, are partners within the Greater Bedminster Community Partnership.

What are our aims?

· To advance the education of young people and adults in our community, particularly by encouraging co-operation between institutions, especially those that support young people both during and out of school hours;
· To ensure that the curriculum and ethos of the schools are based upon co-operative values including self-help, personal and social responsibility, democracy, equality, equity, solidarity, honesty, openness and caring for others, and that these values should become life-long.
How can you support us?

If you are interested in our values and aims, please show your support by becoming a member of the South West Bristol Co-operative Learning Trust. There are two types of member:

· Individuals: these may include pupils, parents, school staff or anyone living locally;


· Organisations: these may include educational organisations, statutory, charitable, voluntary organisations or those trading for social or commercial purposes.  So any local shop, business, council service, charity, community group or project.

What does it mean to be a Member?
· You are interested in the aims of the SWBCLT;

· You will be kept in touch with what we are doing.  We will do this through: 
· The SWBCLT Website - a separate site, linked to the four schools, which is kept updated with information relating to the Learning Co-operative;
· A regular e-newsletter (this is our preferred method of contact for environmental and cost reasons; but there will be a printed version for those without access to e-mail);

· An Annual Meeting
· You will have the opportunity to help shape our work towards these aims.

Do members have to do anything?

The only commitment is to be on our communications list.  At the most basic level, we just want to keep interested members updated with what we are doing around education, young people and the community in BS3, and to tell you how you can get involved if you wish.
If you want to, you can become an active member. Active members might get involved either with individual schools or across the Learning Co-operative as a whole by . . .
· Becoming a Governor at a school or a Trustee of the Learning Co-operative Trust Board;

· Joining a school Parental Group

· Attending a meeting about a specific issue or plan that affects schools, children, young people, learning or the community, and feeding in ideas and comments;
· Helping to organise events and activities that come from these ideas and plans.
What is the next step?

Membership is free - if you would like to join the South West Bristol Co-operative Learning Trust, please complete the relevant sections of the application form overleaf and return it to the address noted or email it to:  info@swbclt.org.uk
Information and �Application Form for �prospective members





Do you want schools and education in BS3 to be excellent for all?





Do you want children and young people in BS3 to aspire, achieve and live meaningful lives?��Do you want to see schools that are committed to improving the BS3 local community, and where the local community can help us improve the schools?





If you have answered “Yes” to any of these, then please consider joining the


South West Bristol Co-operative Learning Trust (SWBCLT).











