
 
 

                                                                                                                                                      

 

 
Newsletter – Friday, 01 March 2019 

 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
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Reading Matters 
Our aim is for every child in school to become a ‘good reader’ and to read for enjoyment. We know 
that if children can read well by the age of 11 they will achieve much greater success in secondary 

school and in later life. 
Library 
Over the next couple of weeks we will be starting to open the library for lending so that all the children can 
start to enjoy all the wonderful new books that we have purchased. Children will be allowed to borrow one 
book at a time. Books will be loaned for two weeks at which point they will need to be returned or renewed. 
Of course children will be able to return books before two weeks if they want to change them. We have a 
library management system which keeps a record of which book each child has borrowed. Children will get 
regular opportunities to visit the library and change their books. The whole school community has worked 
very hard to create our new library and we want everyone to benefit as much as possible. Once everything is 
running smoothly we will be opening the library before and after school so that parents can come in with their 
children and read and choose books together. I know that we will all value this resource, so please 
encourage your children to take really good care of their books and make sure that they are not lost or 
damaged. We will be charging a flat fee of £5 for any books that are not returned, this will enable us to make 
replacements. 
 
Book Week 
Book Week will be celebrated this year, week beginning 1st April. Our theme is ‘Share a Story’ which is the 
same as the World Book Day theme. Miss Green is working on some exciting new plans for ‘book week’, 
which will be linked with our library launch day with Duncan Beedie on Tuesday 2nd April. This will include a 
special book themed event taking place after school in the library and infant playground, which everyone is 
invited to. Miss Green, the student council and PTA are busy organising this - more info to follow next week. 
The children have been reading the Duncan Beedie books in school this week and getting to know the 
characters. We hope that the children might get some inspiration for characters that they could dress up as 
on Tuesday 2nd April which is our book week dressing up day. NB we will not be dressing up on World 
Book Day. On Friday 5th April we will be having an assembly (all welcome) to celebrate the work that the 
children have done in book week. The book competition will be changing: this year all children are going to 
work on writing a story in class, in school time and their work will be displayed in the hall during book week. 
Prizes will be awarded for best handwriting, illustrator and overall for each class. Please note - this is a 
change from previous years when children worked on a story book at home to enter into a 
competition.   
 

Duncan Beedie’s Books 

              
Book Fair 
On Friday 22nd March 1pm, the Book Fair will arrive in school and stay for a week. I know this has been very 
popular in the past and it is another opportunity to encourage our children to read for pleasure. A percentage 
of the sales comes back into school and is used to buy more books to add to our resources. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
James Hollis,  
Head Teacher 

Dates for the diary 
 

Week Beginning 4th March                Science Week 
Thursday 7th March                            PTA meeting 3.15pm - library 
Friday 8th March                                  Year 5 Camp Assembly 
Friday 15th March                                Red Nose Day 
Friday 22nd March                                Book Fair Arrives for 1 week 
Friday 29th March                                 Mothering Sunday Assembly Reception Class 
Week beginning 1st April                   Book Week 
Tuesday 2nd April                                 Official Library Opening with Duncan Beedie  
Tuesday 2nd April                                 Dressing Up Day Book Characters  
Thursday 4th April                               Year 2 Easter Assembly                                       
Thursday 4th April                               Year 4 Visit to SS Great Britain 
Thursday 4th April                               PTA Easter Disco 
Friday 5th April                                     Book Week Celebration Assembly 
Friday 5th April                                     Last Day of Term 

 

                        Attendance League Table 
 

Position Class Attendance  

    
1 Flamingo 97.9% 
2 Crow 97.6% 
3 Blue Jay                                                            94% 
4 Robin 93.8% 
5 Falcon 93.1% 
6 Penguin 92.9% 
7 Kingfisher                                     89.6% 

Average  94.12% 

 

 

 

Absence Tel: 0117 9030383 

Science Week 
Next week is ‘science week’. The week will be full of exciting science activities. We will be joined by ‘Fizz Pop Science’ 
who will be delivering assemblies and workshops for all the children. 
 
Parent Meetings 
Thank you for attending parent meetings this week. We hope that you enjoyed your child’s presentation and seeing their 
recent work. We also hope that you found it informative and have a clearer picture of your child’s achievements and 
progress in learning. 
 
Bags for Kenya 
Students and teachers from Ashton Park School visit Inspirations School in Kenya annually. While there, they build 
classrooms and provide educational materials and training. Following Kenya’s plastic bag ban, they take cloth tote bags 
to hand out to the local children. The children love to receive these and have many uses for the bags, including carrying 
their school books and for storing their clothes in. In 2017 the expedition took just 40 bags, in 2018, with the community's 
help, they took 400! A lot of these were lovingly made or decorated by students, teachers and residents within the BS3 
community and they would love to repeat this again in 2019. If you can help by donating a cloth bag, Ashton Park School 
would love to receive them!  
 
Bags must be well made and strong; suitable for a child to use (ideally unisex) and be no bigger than 50cm x 40cm. 
They are happy to accept unwanted, clean bags in good condition; or you can make a bag, maybe using recycled 
clothes / bedding; or you can buy a cheap tote bag from Hobbycraft for £1 and decorate it. The choice is yours. Bags 
should be handed in to the Ashton Park reception marked for the attention of Radha Sharma / Bags for Kenya before the 
end of May 2019. 
 


