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As Chair of Governors at Ashton 

Vale School, these newsletters 

give me a chance to relay some of 

my own thoughts as to how I 

have seen 2017 here at school.  

Firstly, I would like to wish 

children, parents, staff and 

governors a very happy and 

healthy New Year. 

It’s been a year of great change 

and as this is unusual here at 

Ashton Vale, we needed to take 

the opportunity to look forwards 

to a new future, which we have 

embraced with enthusiasm. 

As governors, we observe and 

have updates on staff here and it 

is very pleasing to see how well 

our three new teachers have 

settled in.  They are a great asset 

to the school, bringing fresh 

ideas and energy.   

We cannot, however, forget the 

support given to these new 

members of staff, it has been 

amazing.   

We tend to forget how much 

time is taken up with preparation 

work and extracurricular 

activities.  The governors would 

like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone for their hard 

work. 

Not only did we have three new 

teachers, but our head teacher 

started his new job in September.  

 

Starting such an important job 

can be daunting, but not for      

Mr Hollis, he had spent time at 

school looking at every fact and 

figure before he started, this has 

given him a clear idea as to how 

he would like to see the school 

move forward. He is working 

closely with everyone involved 

with the school, so we are happy 

knowing that the school is in safe 

hands.   

Welcome Mr Hollis, here’s 

wishing you a very happy and 

rewarding year 2018. 

As you are all aware, early 2018 

will see us become part of the 

Gatehouse Green Academy.  You 

will not see much change in the 

day to day running of the school, 

but after two years of meetings, 

consultations etc. and 

Government legislation 

constantly changing, this is the 

best way forward for our school.  

We will not be a school in 

isolation, but will have the 

support of a strong cooperative 

team that will share best practice 

if we need it. 

I would now like to write about 

the most important members of 

our school, the children. 

Each year I see the most 

spectacular events taking place; 

sport, music, academic success.  I 

go to many meetings in a year 

and I am always so proud that, 

although we know how well 

behaved and caring our children 

are, when feedback comes from 

people I really don’t know from 

outside of school, it is the reward 

that being a governor can bring. 

I am invited to the sporting and 

music awards at Ashton Park 

School and to see how many of 

our ex-pupils gain awards makes 

me realise that, although we are 

such a small school, we are 

giving our children the 

confidence and ability to move 

forward. 

I would like to finish by saying a 

special thank you to the PTA, 

they are always beavering away 

raising money, but this year we 

have been able to see the most 

amazing results, the new 

playground area.  Mrs Carpenter, 

our business manager, has 

worked her magic with funds for 

this project and with help from 

Mrs Wright from ASDA, they 

have achieved the most 

wonderful new outside area. 

Thank you again to everyone 

involved with the school and 

parents for all your support.   

 

Jenny Smith,  

Chair of Governors 
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Learning Walk 22/11/17 

by Rebecca Thorne, 

Parent Governor  
   

I was delighted to join the SLT 

on one of their regular 

Wednesday learning walks 

around the school. This 

particular walk was focused on 

Mathematics in KS1.  

 

I was amazed at how engaged 

the KS1 children were in the 

classrooms we visited. Even the 

reception students were having 

lovely conversations about 

whether they had more or less 

feathers than their partner. Many 

students were very keen to tell 

the staff about their learning and 

what they were doing. 

 

The walk highlighted the high 

level of teaching practice at the 

school, with staff delivering 

lessons that had been planned 

carefully to address efficiency in 

Mathematics, as well as common 

misconceptions.  

 

The SLT were able to come up 

with useful strategies that could 

improve teaching that already 

appeared to be very strong.  

 

I am hoping to return again 

soon to see Mathematics 

teaching in KS2, as well as 

observing the introduction of 

the new 'maths mastery' 

programme to the curriculum 

throughout the school. 

 

 

 

Ashton Vale Lights up Bedminster 

by Richard Higgs, Co-opted Governor 
      

Once again the children from Ashton Vale School made Bedminster 

shine. The occasion was the annual Bedminster Lantern Parade. This year 

artist, Alan May, came in to school and worked with years 1 and 6 to 

produce some amazing wicker lanterns.  

Supported by staff and adult helpers, a massive joint effort created a 

giant sized Little Bear, Hoppity Bunny and Green Frog, based upon the 

book 'Little Bear’s Special Wish' as well as individual lanterns to carry.  

On the evening of 9th December we joined 1,500 people from other local 

schools and community centres from Bedminster to  

display our spectacular illuminated lanterns to over 3,000 people  

who filled the streets of BS3.   

And every December, people fill the streets of BS3  

to watch a truly spectacular procession of people and thousands of 

illuminated lanterns, accompanied by some seriously shimmy-inducing 

musicians.  

With the samba band leading the way, we walked from St Francis Church 

to Compass Point, where we watched a festive firework display. 
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The School Choir by 

Richard Higgs,  

Co-opted Governor 
   

 

As part of the South West Bristol 

Cooperative Learning Trust, our 

school choir make up part of the 

Handfuls of Harmony Trust 

Choir. Twice a year we give a 

public performance at St Paul’s 

Church in Bedminster and on  

11th December we sang again in 

our autumn concert. Miss Green 

runs the after school choir club, 

where children learn and 

rehearse a number of songs by 

heart with no music sheets. They 

then join the other trust school 

choirs for a concert supported by 

the adult core choir. Our 

children sang in the afternoon in 

front of 300 family and friends. 

What a joyful noise we made.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights included the children 

singing “I want to be like you” 

from The Jungle Book and a 

moving rendition of the Rod 

Stuart classic “I am sailing”.  It is 

a fantastic buzz to be singing in 

such a large choir, with an age 

range from 6 to 80.  New 

members are always welcome. 

The concert was recorded and a 

CD of the performance is 

available for sale from the school 

office. For more information 

about the choir visit:  

https://www.handfulsofharmony.org 

   

School Website by 

Suzanne Hayes,  

Parent Governor 
   

Over the last few months I have 

noticed how the website has 

been changing and I would 

really recommend that you have 

a look when you get the chance. 

It is a great place to see what the 

children are up to in each class.  

By looking at my children's 

pages, I have found out so much 

about the things they are up to 

and it makes for a fun chat with 

my kids, as we look at the 

pictures together. 

Each class has a blog page, 

which lets you know what the 

children have been doing in 

school. They also have a 

planning link, which gives an 

outline of the topics that will be 

covered in school that term.  

The maths videos for parents on 

the 'Maths No Problem' link are 

well worth a watch.  It gives a 

really good insight into how 

maths is taught in school and 

ways to help support this at 

home. I have often found it 

difficult to support my children 

with maths, as they learn in a 

very different way to how I did at 

school, so I found this site really 

useful. 

The opportunities the students 

have at Ashton Vale is fantastic- 

from Chess trips to London, the 

Lantern Parade, RNLI visits, 

circus days, forest school and so 

much more. 

 

 

 

 

Ashton Vale Primary School Winners of the  

ASDA Green Token Voting Scheme by Brenda Wright, 

Co-opted Governor & ASDA Community Colleague 
      

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate  

Ashton Vale Primary School for winning £500 in the  

ASDA Green Token Voting Scheme December 2017.   

Customers who collected tokens with their shopping voted for their 

favourite local fundraising scheme of the month.   

It was close to the end, but growing support for a scheme to help supply 

new playground equipment at Ashton Vale Primary School  

meant that your school came through as winners! 

Well done also to everyone who helped and supported the fundraising 

ASDA Bag Packing event on 22 December, where children and adults 

collected £264.53 packing bags for customers. 

Congratulations to you all! 
 

https://www.handfulsofharmony.org/
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Beauty and the Beast at the Tobacco Factory by Richard Higgs, Co-opted Governor 
   

One of the privileges of being a school governor with responsibility for Arts and Music, is that I get invited to  

attend the annual visit to the Tobacco Factory Theatre.  This year the entire school, escorted by staff and parents,  

walked in the sunshine to see a fantastic production of Beauty and the Beast.    

The excitement was electric as we joined two other school groups for a packed matinee.  It was a truly inspirational  

event, from the moment it started, with all the actors singing and playing musical instruments.  

For two hours our children were spellbound by New International Encounter, the theatre group who gave energetic and 

powerful performances. The cast played saxophones, double basses, harmonium, flutes and clarinets throughout the  

off-beat re-telling of the classic French fairytale, which reminds us that beauty is only skin deep.  

Our children were truly inspired by the raw talent and energy displayed by the cast.  Our school is very lucky  

to have such a high-class and friendly theatre on our doorstep.  

I look forward to more visits as I know it enriches our children’s learning. 

Here is a little sketch I did during the performance when the Beast invited Belle for supper. 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Lunch at Ashton Vale’s Hidden Treasure 

by Richard Higgs, Co-opted Governor 

   

At Christmas time, one of the joys of being a food critic is the many offers from 

hostelleries to sample and endorse the festive menus. 

The one I chose this year is a gem.  Hidden from all but “locals in the know”, this establishment can only be entered by 

the back door. They keep the front entrance locked to put off the casual diner. Once past the security camera you are 

directed down a series of brightly lit colourful corridors whose walls are covered in works of art from some of this 

restaurant’s more famous and satisfied patrons. 

On my way to the maître d’s desk to be checked in, I am hit by a cacophony of noise and an 

intense smell of seasonal cooking. 

When entering the dining room, I am surprised to see two long rows of tables instead of the single, cosy, romantic tables 

favoured by most establishments.  The management of this restaurant going by the name “The Hall” have bravely decided 

to go utilitarian and require diners to eat communally in the style of medieval monasteries. I have to confess to being 

very partial to this most traditional meal and the smell of the turkey and full trimming is playing with my senses.          

On this occasion, the menu is somewhat limited with no starter option, although the main course option is simple, but 

concise. The thinly sliced meat is served with a full complement of fluffed roasted potatoes, parsnips cooked to perfection 

and bright green taste bombs disguised as Brussels sprouts (food of the Gods). This all topped with a generous slurp of 

thick dark gravy.  Heaven!                                                                                                                                                                     

The chefs and staff are all delightful with an in-depth knowledge of the ingredients and their growing origin.   I cannot 

recommend this establishment enough.  The only slight, but not regretful part of this dining experience is that the drinks 

menu is limited, but carefully chosen.                                                                                                                                                  

The other feature of what I’m calling “nou vale cuisine” is the price tag!  IT IS EXPENSIVE.  Not in monetary terms, but 

in the fact that the cost of this exquisite meal is in my time.  I am not required to pay hard cash or even Bristol pounds, 

but hard labour.  Guest diners are expected to serve nearly 200 noisy and excited children before you get a chance               

to savor the sumptuous meal.                                                                                                                                                                               

But I LOVED IT!  Become a governor and taste it for yourself. 

 

 


